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CRIT Water Code

*Passed by Tribal Council last week

*Fulfills commitment by Tribal Council to
Membership

e Addresses all water use on the
Reservation



CRIT Water Code-

* Comprehensive
* Formally establishes a Dept of Water Resources

* Provides enforcement mechanisms through
penalties and fines

* Establishes a framework for receiving and

evaluating proposals for off-reservation of leasing
CRIT Water.



Personhood Status of the Colorado River

* Just recently, Tribal Council passed a resolution
acknowledging that the Colorado River has always
been and will always be a person under Tribal Law.

 This is the first of its kind action in the Colorado
River Basin.

* Acknowledges the River is alive in each Tribal
Member.



Personhood Status

*From the Tribal Resolution:

*“There is no greater expression of sovereignty
than protecting, stewarding, and securing for
future generations what our ancestors handed
down to us.”



Personhood Status

* Will empower this and future Tribal Councils to
take action to address the needs of the River as it
flows through the Reservation as part of any
transaction involving Colorado River Water.

e Such actions could include habitat
conservation/restoration.

 Could also include instream flows in the River and
dedicating flows for the Delta.



Personhood Status

* Thisis a very real requirement under Tribal Law--Is not a gimmick.

* As noted above, every transaction involving the leasing of CRIT
water must include as part of the transaction, taking care of the

River itself.

* If laws are an expression of values, then this Tribal Councilis
expressing to the world the importance of protecting and
preserving the lifeblood of the Colorado River.

* Protecting the River is a Sacred Obligation under CRIT law.



Updating the lrrigation Project

* The Colorado River Indian Irrigation Project was initially authorized
In 1867.

* ltis veryinefficient (56-57%) due to years of underfunding by the
BIA.

* Reclamation has provided the funds to undertake a
comprehensive study to determine what is necessary to bring the
Project up to 215t Century Standards.



RE-Regulation Reservoir

* Council is not waiting on the Reclamation funded study to take
action.

* We know that 30,000-40,000 acre-feet a year could be conserved
if we are able to capture spills.

* We are working with Reclamation to design a re-regulating
reservoir that will capture these spills.

* CRIT is partnering with Audubon on designing the reservoir so that
it includes an active wetlands to provide habitat for birds, fish and
wildlife.
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