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Navajo Nation
• Over 70,000 km² (27,000 mi²)

• Largest land-based and populated 
tribe in the U.S.

Hopi Tribe
• iiná bá paa tuwaqat’si pipeline brings 

water to Hopi Villages

San Juan Southern 
Paiute Tribe

• Establishes SJSPT Reservation



1922 Colorado River Compact
Upper Basin & Lower Basin Allocations

Upper  Basin States 7.5 Million AFY 

1948 Upper Basin States Agreement

New Mexico 11.25%

Wyoming  14%

Colorado  51.75%

Utah  23%

Arizona 50,000 AFY*

Lower Basin States 7.5 Million AFY

Arizona  2.8 million AFY*

Nevada  300,000 AFY

California  4.4 million AFY



Navajo Nation Council Resolution

CJN-50-69: “[The Tribe] agrees that of the [50,000 af] of 
water per year allocated to the State of Arizona, pursuant 

to Article III(a) of the Upper Colorado River Basin Compact, 
[34,100 af] shall be used for a coal-fired power plant to be 
located on the Navajo Reservation for the life time of the 

proposed power plant or for 50 years, whichever shall 
occur first, and an estimated [3,000 af] per year that may 
be used for the Glen Canyon Unit of the Colorado River 
Storage Project along with its associated community and 

recreation developments in Arizona.”







Navajo Generation Station

NGS Ownership

• Arizona Public Service Company  14.0%

• Dept. of Water & Power City of LA 21.2%

• Nevada Power    11.3%

• Tucson Gas & Electric Company   7.5%

• Salt River Project   46.9%

• 21.7% SRP, 24.3% NGS for use &

benefit of the U.S. to lift water for CAP



Upper Colorado 
River Basin (AZ)

• 44,700 AFY (acre-feet per year) of 

the Arizona Upper Basin allocation

• 44 Navajo Chapters in Lower Basin

• 2,300 AFY of AZ UB allocation for 

Hopi

• Hopi Reservation is in the Lower 

Basin

• San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe’s 

Treaty Reservation is in Lower Basin



NAIWRSA establishes a water savings program that will benefit the entire Basin  

• The Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe’s Arizona Upper Basin Colorado 
River Water previously used by the Navajo Generating Station 
(34,100 AFY) will be used for the next 20 years as follows:

• 17,050 AFY of Navajo and Hopi Upper Basin Colorado River Water will be 
provided to the Bureau of Reclamation for storage in Lake Powell. 

• A maximum of 17,050 AFY of the Navajo Nation’s and Hopi Tribe’s Upper 
Basin Arizona Colorado River water will be available for leasing in the Lower 
Basin within Arizona.

• Rebuilding storage of water will help stabilize system operations. 
The NAIWRSA pool provides a mechanism for maintaining the 
benefits of water rights while water users adjust to uncertain and 
changing conditions in the Basin into the future. 









NORTHEASTERN ARIZONA INDIAN WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT ACT -  S.953 & H.R.2025

A Bill that will Benefit the Entire Colorado Basin

The Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Act of 2025 (NAIWRSA):

• ratifies the settlement of the water rights claims of the Hopi Tribe, the Navajo Nation, and 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe in Arizona;

• authorizes mechanisms for managing and protecting shared water resources; 
• provides federal funding to construct infrastructure, including a pipeline from Lake 

Powell (the iiná bá – paa tuwaqat’si pipeline) that will deliver water to tribal communities; 
and

• establishes the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe’s Reservation.


	Slide 1: Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Act of 2025 S. 953, H.R. 2025
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: 1922 Colorado River Compact Upper Basin & Lower Basin Allocations
	Slide 4: Navajo Nation Council Resolution  CJN-50-69: “[The Tribe] agrees that of the [50,000 af] of water per year allocated to the State of Arizona, pursuant to Article III(a) of the Upper Colorado River Basin Compact, [34,100 af] shall be used for a co
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Navajo Generation Station
	Slide 8: Upper Colorado River Basin (AZ)
	Slide 9: NAIWRSA establishes a water savings program that will benefit the entire Basin  
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

