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WRA works across seven states in the Interior West to 

protect our climate, land, air, and water. 
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Data centers gobble up water and have 
no place in the desert Southwest.
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Data Center Resource Use in the West
Estimated Water Use on-site



Water Impacts

• Water is used on-site for cooling

• Water use efficiency varies a lot 
based on cooling technology, local 
climate, and design

• Water also is needed “off-site” to 
generate electricity for the centers



Water vs. Energy Tradeoffs 



Data Center Resource Use in the West
Water Use Energy Demand
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Maybe add/swap p. 24 graphic



Data centers gobble up water and have 
no place in the desert Southwest



Navigating Water Demands 

1. Consistent, transparent 

water use reporting

2. Technical best management 

practices for on-site water 

management

3. Large water users policies 



Energy/water connection



Data centers gobble up will impact 
water and energy use and have no 

place in pose complicated questions for 
communities in the desert Southwest



ADD EMAIL

Thank You!
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