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The Initiative on Universal 
Access to Clean Water 
(UACW) was launched in 
2020 to help close the 
water access gap for Tribal 
Communities and hold the 
federal government 
accountable under its 
treaty and trust 
responsibilities to Tribes. 

Initiative to Universal Access to 
Clean Water for Tribal Communities



The U.S. Government 
promised  Tribes a 
permanent, livable 
homeland on their 
reservations.

This promise cannot 
be realized without 
access to clean 
drinking water.

Federal Trust 
Responsibility



By some estimates, nearly 48% 
of Tribal homes do not have 
access to reliable water 
sources, clean drinking water, 
or basic sanitation.

Tribal homes are 19 times more 
likely than non-Tribal 
households to lack indoor 
plumbing.

The Water Access Gap
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Historic Investments in Drinking Water       
Infrastructure for Tribal Communities
• IHS - $3.5 billion for Sanitation Deficiency 

• EPA - Big plus ups for State Revolving Funds = $700 
million more in Tribal Set-Asides

• Reclamation:

$1.0 billion for rural water supply projects

$1.0 billion for WaterSMART

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law



Vastly Reduced Federal Funding

Growing Water Scarcity Across 
the Basin

Need for Greater Public 
Awareness

The Widening Gap



Available at uacw.org

The Widening Gap



…where we see ourselves in the other 40 million people with 
whom we share this river. We ALL need and deserve access to 
clean drinking water. 

…where every Tribal family turns on the tap and clean water 
flows.

…federal commitments and infrastructure investments match 
the scale of need.

This is possible.
This is necessary.
This is the right thing to do.

Imagine a Colorado River Basin



Thank you
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