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Data Sharing         
Initiative
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Streamgages, Basin Budgets,
Water Rights/Permits,
Diversions and Consumptive Use,
Regulatory Information, Availability



Big Picture Goals
• To better enable the states to share data with 

each other, the public and federal agencies
• Encourage sharing of federal data using 

standardized schemas (formats) with the 
states, to assist with planning efforts
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OWDI



WaDE Groundwork
• Variability between the states and a common 

schema (format) for water planning data (visits, 
workgroups, surveys)

• Develop prototypes for databases, web services, 
central portal, cloud implementation

• Outreach and education (visits, conferences)
• Encourage use of standardized data schemas 

where appropriate (WaterML, GWML, etc.)
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Federal Data-Sharing Benefits
• Accessing important data for water modeling and other 

efforts is time-consuming and disparate – many 
different agencies on many different websites in many 
different formats.

• If the federal family shared water data using 
standardized formats and “open data” strategies, state 
efforts could be much more streamlined and efficient.

• The ACWI-led Open Water Data Initiative (OWDI) is an 
exciting step in this direction.

5



6



Types of Data Exchanged
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• Summary-level data
Availability Summary: 2,000 AFY

Water Use Summary: 1,500 AFY

Water Supply and Regulatory Information
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• Detailed/site-specific 
data

Water Rights/Permit Data
• Owner
• Beneficial Use
• Legal Status
• Priority Date
Diversions
• Locations, Amounts 
Consumptive Uses
• Locations, Amounts
Return Flows
• Locations, Amounts

Types of Data Exchanged
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• Detailed/site-specific 
data

Types of Data Exchanged



Funding Status - 2015
• States had limited funding for WaDE effort so 

WSWC staff have worked to find additional 
resources (CO, WA, OR, ID, OK, TX, CA, SD, and 
NV). Procured grants from the National 
Environmental Information Exchange Network 
(NEIEN)

• Some states have deployed or are deploying with 
minimal or no assistance (WY, UT, NE, KS).
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WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT?

With population growth, 
greater competition, 
energy security, food 
security, drought, climate 
change…
questions about water availability and 
demand will only increase!



Questions?
To learn more, participate in workgroups, access draft 
items, sign up to be a beta-tester, etc., please see:
www.westernstateswater.org
and click on the “WADE” tab 

OR

Email Tony Willardson: twillardson (at) wswc.utah.gov
OR Sara Larsen: saralarsen (at) wswc.utah.gov
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http://www.westernstateswater.org/

