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Albuquerque Bernalillo     County 
Water Utility Authority

Political subdivision of State of New 
Mexico
• 640+  Employees
• 210,000+  Customer Accounts
• 680,000+ People Served
• 3,200+  Miles of Supply Pipeline
• 2,500+ Miles of Sewer Collector 

Pipeline
• 98% Customer Satisfaction 

w/System Reliability
2



San Juan-Chama and Drinking 
Water Projects



Diverse Portfolio of 
Supplies
• Surface Water for Drinking Water Purposes (San Juan-

Chama water via inter-basin transfer)
• Groundwater
• Aquifer storage and recovery (ASR)
• Surface Water for Non-potable Uses
• Purified Industrial Effluent for Non-potable Uses
• Treated Municipal Effluent for Non-potable Uses



Conservation and Supply 
Diversity



The Aquifer is Rising
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Surface Supply Projections with 
Climate Change Effects

Challenges 
facing us…



Questions Regarding 
Watershed Restoration
• Water Resources – previous water plans focused on 

diversifying water supply portfolio to provide a 
sustainable supply

• Healthy watersheds may retain water – does the 
investment make sense if there is potentially no 
increase in yield?

• What do our policy makers and rate payers feel 
about this type of investment given other needs 
(rehabilitation)?



July 2011 – Las Conchas Fire Debris 

~ 1 day 
travel time



Public Input - 2016
During Customer Conversation 
meetings held across Albuquerque, 
Water Authority Customers 
supported watershed restoration 
activities 

• Insurance for existing water 
resources

• Good investment in watershed
• Water Authority Board 

members supportive of holistic 
approach to watershed 
management



Watershed Management
Watershed management is an 
insurance policy for the surface-
water source of supply



“Water 2120” - 100-Year Water Resources 
Management Strategy
• Conservation
• Diverse portfolio of supplies
• Reuse
• Aquifer storage and recovery (ASR)
• Flexible infrastructure to move supply where it is needed
• Additional storage
• Indirect potable reuse/direct potable reuse (IDPR/DPR)
• Adaptive Management Approach to guide the future
• Watershed management

Current
Planned



Water 2120: Securing our 
Water Future

Policy J – 4
“The Authority should work collaboratively 

and provide funding to protect and restore 
watersheds of the San Juan-Chama and Rio 
Grande.”



Conclusions
Consideration of climate-change impacts to 

watershed and fire sheds overlaps is key

Protection and restoration of watersheds is an 
insurance policy for existing water resources.

Investing in the protection of source waters is as 
important as investing in its infrastructure.


