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"No national forest shall be established, except 
to improve and protect the forest within the 
boundaries, or 

, and to 
furnish a continuous supply of timber for the 
use and necessities of citizens of the United 
States…" Organic Administration Act of 1897 
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“to protect National Forest System watersheds by 
implementing practices designed to maintain or improve 
watershed condition, which is the foundation for 
sustaining ecosystems and the production of renewable 
natural resources, values, and benefits” (FSM 2520).
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Challenges of Active Management:

• The Forest Service will need social license, support from 
communities of place and interest, to work efficiently through 
the regulatory framework of restoration treatments. 

• The Forest Service will need acceptance of short term negative 
effects of restoration treatments (smoke, loss of habitat, 
degraded visual resources) to achieve long term benefits of 
favorable conditions for water flows.

 
• Costs of treatments are high, mill capacity is limited and values 

for wood products from restoration work are low.
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Path to a partnership driven 
agency:

Restoration as a collaborative effort 
involving agencies, communities and 

organizations coming together to carry 
out the work that needs to get done to 

protect watersheds.
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