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Key points

* “Drought” is no one thing

* |In communicating about “drought”, you
need to be clear about who your
audience is
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Valid 7 am. EST

U.S. Drought Monitor et K

Drought Impact Types:
¢~ Delineates dominant impacts

S= Short-Term, typically less than
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)

intensity:
[] DOAbnarmally Dry

Author: wee” ;
3 [] D1 Moderate Drought

Anthony Artusa
NOAANWS/NCEP/CPC [ D2 Severe Drought
I D3 Extreme Drought

I D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-
scale conditions. Local condjions may
vary. See accormpanying text summary for
forecast statements.
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http://droughtmonitor.unl. erél u

Drought in America — the weekly Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor August 3, 2004

(Released Thursday, Aug. 5, 2004)

Neva da Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 [ D2-D4 ncznZ v

Curmrent 0.00 |100.00|100.00( 86.95 | 38.58 | 0.00

Last Week

R 0.00 |100.00(100.00| 86.95 i 0.00

3 MonthsAgo
42004 0.00 (100.00(100.00| 84.39

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.75 | 99.25 | 9452 | 91.48
12202002
Start of

Water Year 0.00 |100.00|98.29 | 94.74
9302003

One YearAgo | 409 |100.00{ 99.35 | 95.29
84/2002

Intensity:
DO Abnomally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condiions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

Author:

Mark Svoboda

National Drought Mitigation Center

USDA
S i\

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

“Severe drought” in Southern Nevada — August 2004
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Accumulated Precipitation - Las Vegas Area, NV (ThreadEx)

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values
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A summer with little rain
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In the five years prior
to the summer of
2004

 Las Vegas
precipitation was
normal

 |Lake Mead
dropped 80 feet.

University of New Mexico Water Resources Program



A definition of drought:

“Insufficient water to meet needs.”

Kelly Redmond, Deputy Director,
Western Regional Climate Center
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Kinds of drought

* Meteorological drought
 Agricultural drought

* Hydrologic drought

« Socioeconomic drought

University of New Mexico Water Resources Program



Colorado
SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal
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In the Colorado River Basin, the
geography of drought matters
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Who are we trying to
communicate with?

 water users
 decision makers
 the “general public”

Channels

 old media

 direct (bill stuffers,
advertising)

e new media

University of New Mexico Water Resources Program

10



UNMwater o3l Following
UNMwater

Snowpack still thin in headwaters of New
Mexico's big rivers, but the next week looks
promising #nmwater
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@UNMwater
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Highlights %, Water Supply Condifions

for this time r

4 Son Luis Reservoir confinues o gain as export levels are
maximized

Make your critical o s [ B
information easy D = == R
to find

Colorado River Resources

Upper Colorado Basin Precip Upper Colorado Basin Snowpack

Oroville Reservoir Storage
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Lake Mead Shortage/Surplus Outiook
[T el 20w T 200 T 2001 ]
| o | @% | ook | &% | S5% |
| =1 & 1151 Nlake Mead Storage

Sacramento River Runoff Powell Unregulated Inflow

MWD: http://www.mwdh20.com/PDF_About_Your_Water/2.2.4 water_supply_conditions.pdf
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Repetition
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Q: What's
the word for

the opposite
of “drought”?
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Q: What's
the word for

the opposite
of “drought”?

A: “Pluvial’

But when was the last time you heard
someone say that?
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“And it never failed that
during the dry years the
people forgot about the
rich years, and during
the wet years they lost
all memory of the dry
years. It was always that
way.”
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Shameless book plug

(mentions “drought” 43
times, an average of
once every 5 pages)
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“Other Myths about
- Water in the West
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Thanks to Island
Press and the

University of New
Mexico

fleckj@unm.edu

@UNMwater
@)jfleck

WATER RESOURCES PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

University of New Mexico Water Resources Program

ISLAND

Solutions that inspire change.

Graduate Studies
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