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IBWC MISSION

The International Boundary and Water 
Commission, United States and Mexico, is 
responsible for applying the boundary and water 
treaties between the two countries and settling 
differences that arise in their application.



IBWC BACKGROUND

u Permanent boundary commission established in 1889
u Current Activities:

►Allot Rio Grande and Colorado River water
►Boundary Demarcation
►Flood control
►Water quality/sanitation 
►Dams and hydroelectric power

u Structure
►U.S. Section 
►Mexican Section
►Two Sections come together as an international organization
►Receive guidance from U.S. Department of State and 

Mexico’s Foreign Relations Ministry

Amistad Dam on the Rio Grande



COLORADO RIVER AGREEMENTS
2010-2012

u Minute 316  - Cooperative measures 
for Yuma Desalting Plant pilot run and 
Santa Clara Wetland in Mexico

u Minute 317 – Framework for U.S.-
Mexico discussions on cooperative 
activities with state participation

u Minute 318 – Allows Mexico to 
postpone water deliveries until it 
repairs earthquake damage

u Minute 319 – Broad package of U.S.-
Mexico cooperative activitiesYuma Desalting Plant



MINUTE 319 (2012) 
u Signed Nov. 20, 2012
u 5-year agreement thru 2017
u 7 Sections

►Extension of Minute 318
►High reservoir water sharing
►Low reservoir shortage sharing
►Intentionally Created Mexican 

Allocation (ICMA) like ICS
►Salinity Management
►Water for Environment and 

ICMA/ICS exchange pilot
►Projects

Minute 319 signing in San Diego, CA



MINUTE 319 AND BEYOND 
u Minute 319:  “If by December 31, 

2016, the Commission has not 
completed a comprehensive 
Minute that extends or replaces 
the substantive provisions of this 
Minute through no later than 
December 31, 2026, the 
Commissioners shall instruct their 
respective Principal Engineers to 
develop recommendations for a 
potential comprehensive Minute…”

u IBWC has been working on a new 
Minute starting at CRWUA in 2014

Minute Negotiating Group
Mexico City,  May 2016
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