
On May 20, 2019, the Drought Contingency Plans (DCPs) agreements were signed 
and became effective for both the Upper and Lower Colorado River basins.



Impact of DROA Water 

Short-term benefit to Lake Powell? 

Anticipated recovery at Blue Mesa Reservoir? 

Long-term impact to Lake Powell? 

Figures are conceptual and not to scale

Anticipated recovery at Flaming Gorge Reservoir? 
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8.58 MAF
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(Actual/including DROA)
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Balancing Release
(not including DROA)

System Storage

8.45 MAF

Based on the different 
accounting approaches for 
DROA water, balancing 
releases differ by ~ 130 KAF

Figures are conceptual and not to scale



Impact of DROA Water Accounting 

Long-term impact to Lake Powell? 
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Figures are conceptual and not to scale
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After upstream recovery, storage in Lake Powell will be 
130 KAF lower than it would have been had DROA not 
occurred 

With separate accounting and full upstream recovery, 
DROA water would not have caused a decrease in Lake 
Powell storage

What occurred: What should have 
occurred:




