Photo: Daily Overview, Satellite Imagery © DigitalGlobe



Source: Birds and Water in the Arid West, 2017



geflgemblng

Colorado River
Basin

erry

Total
Upper Basin Irigation

&

Gulf of Califomia

Clint McKnight,
based on art by Lester Doré,
High Country News

COLORADO
RIVER

Colorado River Environmental Programs

There is no “Colorado River protection” law

Endangered Species Act

- > 25 species threatened or endangered

- Upper Basin Recovery Implementation Program

- San Juan Recovery Implementation Program

- Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program

Grand Canyon Protection Act

Commitments in Minutes 319 and 323

Commitments in water transactions (e.g. CA's QSA, CO’s
Global Settlement)

Funds from federal and state governments, private donors



Colorado River water users depend on the watershed
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Yellow-billed cuckoo

Yuma Ridgway’s Rail

Sandhill crane

Yellow warbler
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Since 1970 29% loss of birds in North America












