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M & I Use – definitions
• Compact Art. II (h): “The term “domestic use” shall include the use of water for household, stock, municipal, 

mining, milling, industrial, and other like purposes, but shall exclude the generation of electrical power.”

• Reclamation CU & L report M&I category includes “Mineral Resources,” “Thermal Electric Power,” and “rural, 
urban, and other industrial uses.”

• Reclamation’s 2015 Moving Forward report focuses on Urban uses, including residential, commercial, 
institutional (such as schools), and industrial uses.

• Does not include Tribal water use

• Recent journal articles focus on water use trends across cities, esp. >50,000 people

• “Municipal and Industrial means the use of water by individuals, cities, towns, public or quasi-public 
districts, private corporations, homeowners associations, or other entities for domestic, municipal, and 
miscellaneous related purposes as those terms are traditionally and commonly construed, including the use 
of water for purposes of producing or processing a non-agricultural product or service for sale, including 
without limitations, such uses as manufacturing, mining, milling, land reclamation, golf course irrigation, 
snowmaking, and non-hydroelectric power generation; but excepting the agricultural use of water defined 
herein.”

https://www.usbr.gov/uc/envdocs/plans.html
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/crbstudy/MovingForward/Phase1Report.html
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/municipal-and-industrial


2021 CITY OF PHOENIX WATER RESOURCE PLAN
SNWA 2023 WATER RESOURCE PLAN



Municipal Water Use in the 
Colorado River Basin
    A relatively small amount of 
land in the Basin is urban and 
built up, making the overall region 
more rural. However, 3 of the 13 
largest metro areas in the U.S.—
San Diego, Phoenix, and Las 
Vegas—depend on Colorado River 
water.
    Municipal water use is clustered 
around a few U.S. Census Urban 
Areas of 50,000+ people (shown 
in orange) and cities around the 
Basin. Water use in these more 
populated areas is reflected in the 
variations in public water supply 
usage at the county scale (darker 
shades of blue indicate more 
county-level water usage). 

www.lincolninst.edu/research-
data/data/co-river-storymap

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html
https://www.lincolninst.edu/research-data/data/co-river-storymap
https://www.lincolninst.edu/research-data/data/co-river-storymap


www.peoriaaz.gov/government/departments/water-services/water-supply

City of Peoria, Arizona's Water Sources

https://www.peoriaaz.gov/government/departments/water-services/water-supply
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Upper Basin Water Use, 1971-2020 (excludes exports)
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Source: Municipal Deliveries of Colorado River Basin Water

https://pacinst.org/publication/municipal-deliveries-of-colorado-river-basin-water-new-report-examines-100-cities-and-agencies/


Key Takeaways
• Despite the severity of the current water crisis in the Colorado River 

and decades of management, research, and litigation, basic facts 
about the river, such as the exact number of people it supports, 
remain unknown.
• A detailed accounting of where and how we use Colorado River water 

must be prioritized.
pacinst.org/managing-the-unmeasured-colorado-river/

https://pacinst.org/managing-the-unmeasured-colorado-river/




vs Colorado River Consumptive Use

Colorado River Consumptive Use
Sources:

MWD 2023 Annual Achievement Report,
Reclamation annual Decree Accounting reports



Water Conservation Business Model



Total Gross Domestic Product, 2021

~ $1,900 Billion
Adjacent Area M & I

~ $500 Billion
In-Basin M & I

Data from U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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